Article 15
TRANSIT TRADE

Products imported into, or exported from, a Member State
shall, as provided for in Annex IV of this Protocol, enjoy
freedom of transit within the Community and shall only be
subject to the payment of the normal rates for services
rendered.

PART FOUR
TRADE LAWS
Article 16

SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

1. Member States shall base their sanitary and phytosanitary
measures on international standards, guidelines and
recommendations, so as to harmonise sanitary and
phytosanitary measures for agricultural and livestock
production.

2. Member States shall, upon request, enter into
consultation with the aim of achieving agreements on
recognition of the equivalence of specific sanitary and
phytosanitary measures, in accordance with the WTO
Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures.

Article 17
STANDARDS AND TECHNICAL REGULATIONS ON TRADE

1. Each Member State shall use relevant international
standards as a basis for its standards-related measures,
except where such standards would be an ineffective or
inappropriate means to fulfil its legitimate objectives.

2. A member State's standards-related measures that conform
to an international standard shall be presumed not to
create an unnecessary obstacle to trade.

3. Without reducing the level of safety, or of protection of
human, animal or plant life or health, of the environment
or of consumers, without prejudice to the rights of any
Member State and taking into account international
standardisation activities, Member States shall, to the
greatest extent practicable, make compatible their
respective standards-related measures, so as to
facilitate trade in goods and services within the
Community.
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Member States accept as equivalent technical regulations
of other Member States, even if these regulations differ
from their own, provided that they adequately fulfil the
objectives of their regulations.

A Member State shall, upon request of another Member
State, seek through appropriate measures, to promote the
compatibility of specific standards or conformity
assessment procedures that are maintained in its
territory, with the standards or conformity assessment
procedures maintained in the territory of other Member
States.

Article 18

ANTI-DUMPING MEASURES

Nothing in this Protocol shall prevent any Member State from
applying anti-dumping measures which are in conformity with
WTO provisions.

Article 19

SUBSIDIES AND COUNTERVAILING MEASURES

1.

Member States shall not grant subsidies which distort or
threaten to distort competition in the Region.

Notwithstanding paragraph 1 of this Article, a Member
State may continue to apply a subsidy in accordance with
Article 3.

A Member State may, for the purposes of offsetting the
effects of subsidies and subject to WTO provisions, levy
countervailing duties on a product of another Member
State.

Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of this
Article, a Member State may introduce a new subsidy only
in accordance with WTO provisions.

Article 20

SAFEGUARD MEASURES

1.

A Member State may apply a safeguard measure to a product
only if that Member State has determined that such
product is being imported to its territory in such
increased quantities, absolute or relative to domestic
production, and under such conditions as to cause or
threaten to cause serious injury to the domestic industry
that produces like or directly competitive products.

A serious injury shall be determined in accordance with
Article 4 of the WTO Agreement on Safeguards.
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safeguard measures shall be applied to a product being
imported irrespective of its source within the Region.

In applying measures in accordance with paragraph 1 of
this Article, a Member State shall give like treatment to
all imports of originating goods.

A member State shall apply safeguard measures only to the
extent and for such period of time necessary to prevent
or remedy serious injury and to facilitate adjustment.
In accordance with Article 7 of the WTO Agreement on
Safeguards, the period shall not exceed four years,
unless the competent authorities of the importing Member
State have determined that the safeguard measure
continues to be necessary to prevent or remedy serious
injury and that there is evidence that the industry is
adjusting.

Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 5 of this
Article, the total period of application of a safeguard
measure shall not exceed eight (8) vyears.

Article 21

PROTECTION OF INFANT INDUSTRIES

1. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 4 of this
Protocol, upon the application by a Member State, the CMT
may, as a temporary measure in order to promote an infant
industry, and subject to WTO provisions, authorise a
Member State to suspend certain obligations of this
Protocol in respect of like goods imported from the other
Member States.

2. The CMT may, in taking decisions under paragraph 1 of
this Article, impose terms and conditions to which such
authorisation shall be subject, for the purposes of
preventing or minimising excessive disadvantages as those
which may result in trade imbalances.

3. The CMT shall regularly review the protection of infant
industries by a Member State applied in accordance with
paragraph 1 of this Article.

PART FIVE
TRADE RELATED INVESTMENT MATTERS
Article 22

CROSS-BORDER INVESTMENT

Member States shall adopt policies and implement measures
within the Community to promote an open cross-border
investment regime, tHereby enhancing economic development,
diversification and industrialisation.
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