Article - 7
Schedules of Concessions

The ftariff, para-tariff and non-tariff concessions negotiated and exchanged amongst
Contracting States shall be incorporated in the National Schedules of Concessions. The initial
concessions agreed to by the Contracting States are attached as Annex - II.

Article - 8
Extension of Negotiated Concessions

The concessions agreed to under SAPTA, except those made exclusively to the Least
Developed Contracting States in pursuance of Article 10 of this Agreement, shall be extended
unconditionally to all Contracting States.

Article - 9
Committee of Participants

A Committee of Participants, hereinafter referred to as the Committee, consisting of
representatives of Contracting States, is hereby established. The Committee shall meet at least once
a year to review the progress made in the implementation of this Agreement and to ensure that
benefits of trade expansion emanating from this Agreement accrue to all Contracting States
equitably. ~ The Committee shall also accord adequate opportunities for consultation on
representations made by any Contracting State with respect to any matter affecting the
implementation of the Agreement. The Committee shall adopt appropriate measures for settling
such representations. The Committee shall determine its own rules of procedures.

Article - 10
Special Treatment for the
Least Developed Contracting States
1. In addition to other provisions of this Agreement, all Contracting States shall provide,
wherever possible, special and more favourable treatment exclusively to the Least Developed

Contracting States as set out in the following sub-paragraphs:

(a) Duty-free access, exclusive tariff preferences or deeper tariff preferences for the export
products,

(b) The removal of non-tariff barriers,
(c) The removal, where appropriate, of para-tariff barriers,

(d) The negotiations of long-term contracts with a view to assisting Least Developed
Contracting States to achieve reasonable levels of sustainable exports of their products,



(e) Special consideration of exports from Least Developed Contracting States in the application
of safeguard measures,

H Greater flexibility in the introduction and continuance of quantitative or other restrictions
provisionally and without discrimination in critical circumstances by the Least Developed
Contracting States on imports from other Contracting States.

Article - 11
Non-application

Notwithstanding the measures as set out in Articles 4 and 6, the provisions of this Agreement
shall not apply in relation to preferences already granted or to be granted by any Contracting State to
other Contracting States outside the framework of this Agreement, and to third countries through
bilateral, plurilateral and multilateral trade agreements, and similar arrangements. The Contracting
States shall also not be obliged to grant preferences in SAPTA which impair the concession
extended under those agreements.

Article - 12
Communication, Transport and Transit

Contracting States agree to undertake appropriate steps and measures for developing and
improving communication system, transport infrastructure and transit facilities for accelerating the
growth of trade within the region.

Article - 13
Balance-of-Payments Measures

L. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Agreement, any Contracting State facing serious
economic problems including balance of payments difficulties may suspend provisionally the
concessions as to the quantity and value of merchandise permitted to be imported under the
Agreement. When such action has taken place, the Contracting State which initiates such action,
shall simultaneously notify the other Contracting States and the Committee.

2, Any Contracting State which takes action according to paragraph 1 of this Article shall
afford, upon request from any other Contracting State, adequate opportunities for consultations with
a view to preserving the stability of the concessions negotiated under the SAPTA. If no satisfactory
adjustment is effected between the Contracting States concerned within 90 days of such notification,
the matter may be referred to the Committee for review.





