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exportation, except with the prior approval of the competent authorities of the importing Member 
State and on payment of any applicable import duties and taxes. 
 

Article 19 
 

Commercial commodity contracts 
 

To advance the objectives of this Agreement, the Member States 
 

(a)  shall encourage and, where practicable, facilitate the negotiation of commercial 
contracts between appropriate organisations or enterprises of their two countries; 
and 

 
(b)  declare their support in principle for the conclusion of long term commercial 

contracts relating to the supply and purchase of goods, and shall encourage the 
relevant organisations or enterprises of their two countries to explore the scope 
for such commercial contracts and, where appropriate, to conclude such 
contracts. 

 
It is acknowledged that the organisations or enterprises referred to in this Article might be 

either governments of private bodies. 
 

Article 20 
 

Scarce commodities 
 

If a Member State has difficulty in obtaining supplies of essential commodities from the 
other Member State or from third countries, the other Member State, on request, shall enter into 
consultations on the matter. 
 

Article 21 
 

Payments 
 

All commercial payments between the Member States shall be made through the banks of 
the two countries authorised to buy and sell foreign currency, and in any mutually acceptable 
freely convertible currency, in accordance with the foreign exchange regulations in force in the 
two countries and with general customary practice. 
 

Article 22 
 

Consultation and review 
 
1.  There shall be periodic consultations between the Member States for the purpose of 
reviewing the operation of this Agreement. The first such consultations shall take place not later 
than one year after the date of entry into force of this Agreement, and thereafter shall be held 
annually or at the request of either Member State. In such consultations a Member State may raise 
any matters related to the implementation of this Agreement or bearing on trade or commercial 
relations between the Member States. 
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2.  Should either Member State consider that an obligation under this Agreement has not 
been fulfilled, or that any benefit conferred upon it by this Agreement is being or might be 
frustrated, or that any case of special difficulty has arisen, or that a change in circumstances 
necessitates or might necessitate a variation in the terms of this Agreement, the other Member 
State shall, on request, enter into consultations as soon as practicable with a view to reaching a 
mutually satisfactory solution. 
 
3.  This Agreement may be amended by the Member States at any time in accordance with 
their respective constitutional requirements. The Schedules to this Agreement may be varied at 
any time by mutual consent of the relevant authorities of each Member State. 
 

Article 23 
 

Association with the Agreement 
 
1.  The Member States may agree to the association of any other State with this Agreement. 
 
2.  The terms of such association shall be negotiated between the Member States and the 
other State. 
 

Article 24 
 

Entry into force and duration 
 
1.  This Agreement shall come into force on the date on which the Member States exchange 
notes notifying each other that their respective constitutional and other requirements necessary to 
give effect to the Agreement have been complied with.1

 
2.  A Member State may terminate this Agreement by giving notice to that effect to the other 
Member State. If that other Member State so requests, consultations shall take place between the 
Member States as soon as practicable. The notice of termination shall take effect on the one 
hundred and eightieth day after the day on which it was given unless earlier withdrawn. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorised by their respective 
Governments, have signed this Agreement. 
 

DONE in two originals at Port Moresby this 6th day of November, One thousand nine 
hundred and seventy-six. 
 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF AUSTRALIA: 
[Signed:] 
JOHN HOWARD 
 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA: 
[Signed:]  
MAORI KIKI 
 

                                                 
1 Notes to this effect were exchanged 21 January-1 February 1977. The Agreement entered into force on 1 
February 1977. 
 


