
 

protection afforded to such domestic industry, and shall not 
depart from the provisions of this Agreement relating to non-
discrimination; and 

 
(j) essential to the acquisition or distribution of products in general 

or local short supply, provided that any such measures shall be 
consistent with the principle that all Parties are entitled to an 
equitable share of the international supply of such products, and 
that any such measures, which are inconsistent with the other 
provisions of this Agreement shall be discontinued as soon as 
the conditions giving rise to them have ceased to exist. 

 
 

Article 12 
Security Exceptions 

 
Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed: 

 
(a) to require any Party to furnish any information the disclosure of 

which it considers contrary to its essential security interests; 
 

(b) to prevent any Party from taking any action which it considers 
necessary for the protection of its essential security interests, 
including but not limited to: 
 
(i) action relating to fissionable materials or the materials 

from which they are derived; 
 

(ii) action relating to the traffic in arms, ammunition and 
implements of war and to such traffic in other goods 
and materials as is carried on directly or indirectly for 
the purpose of supplying a military establishment; 

 
(iii) action taken so as to protect critical communications 

infrastructure from deliberate attempts intended to 
disable or degrade such infrastructure; 
 

(iv) action taken in time of war or other emergency in 
domestic or international relations; or 

 
(c) to prevent any Party from taking any action in pursuance of its 

obligations under the United Nations Charter for the 
maintenance of international peace and security. 
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