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CHAPTER 5 

SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY COOPERATION 

 

 

Article 5.1 

Scope 

 

 This Chapter shall apply to all SPS measures of a Party 

that may, directly or indirectly, affect trade between the 

Parties. 

 

 

Article 5.2 

Reaffirmation of Rights and Obligations 

 

 The Parties reaffirm their rights and obligations under 

the SPS Agreement. 

 

 

Article 5.3 

Cooperation 

 

1. The Parties shall give positive consideration to 

further cooperation through: 

 

(a) exchanging views and information at a bilateral 

level and in relevant international bodies 

engaged in food safety and human, animal or plant 

life or health issues; and 

 

(b) facilitating the timely exchange of information 

on their respective SPS measures. 

 

2. Where a Party makes a notification in accordance with 

subparagraph 5(b) or 6(a) of Annex B to the SPS Agreement, 

it shall provide a copy of the notification electronically 

to the other Party at the same time as the notification is 

provided to the World Trade Organization. 
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Article 5.4 

Sub-Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Cooperation 

 

1. For the purposes of the effective implementation and 

operation of this Chapter, the Parties hereby establish a 

Sub-Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Cooperation 

(hereinafter referred to in this Chapter as “the Sub-

Committee”). 

 

2. The functions of the Sub-Committee shall be: 

 

(a) reviewing and monitoring the implementation and 

operation of this Chapter; 

 

(b) undertaking consultations, including 

science-based consultations, to identify and 

address specific issues that may arise from the 

application of SPS measures with the objective of 

achieving mutually acceptable solutions; 

 

(c) as appropriate, reporting the findings of the 

Sub-Committee to the Joint Committee; and 

 

(d) carrying out other functions as may be delegated 

by the Joint Committee. 

 

3. The Sub-Committee shall coordinate its activities with 

those of the relevant consultative fora of the Parties, 

with the objective of avoiding unnecessary duplication and 

maximising efficiency of efforts of the Parties on SPS 

measures. 

 

4. The Sub-Committee shall be composed of and co-chaired 

by representatives of the Governments of the Parties with 

responsibility for SPS measures. 

 

5. The Sub-Committee shall meet at such venues and times 

and by such means as may be agreed by the Parties. 

 

 

Article 5.5 

Chapter Coordinator 

 

1. For the purposes of the effective implementation and 

operation of this Chapter, each Party shall designate the 

following governmental authority as its Chapter 

Coordinator: 
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(a) for Australia, the Department of Agriculture, or 

its successor; and 

 

(b) for Japan, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, or 

its successor. 

 

2. The functions of the Chapter Coordinators shall be: 

 

(a) coordinating the work of the Sub-Committee and 

facilitating the implementation of this Chapter 

and decisions of the Sub-Committee; and 

 

(b) answering all reasonable enquiries from the other 

Party regarding SPS measures and, as appropriate, 

providing the other Party with other relevant 

information. 

 

3. The Chapter Coordinators shall communicate with each 

other by any agreed method that is appropriate for the 

efficient and effective discharge of their functions. 

 

 

Article 5.6 

Non-Application of Chapter 19 (Dispute Settlement) 

 

 The dispute settlement procedures provided for in 

Chapter 19 (Dispute Settlement) shall not apply to this 

Chapter. 

  


