enterprises (SMEs), environment, bio-technology, fishery, forestry and
forestry products, mining, energy and sub-regional development.
3. Measures to strengthen co-operation shall include, but shall not be limited
to:
(a) promotion and facilitation of trade in goods and services, and
investment, such as:

(i) standards and conformity assessment;
(i) technical barriers to trade/non-tariff measures; and
(iii) customs co-operation;

(b) increasing the competitiveness of SMEs;

(©) promotion of electronic commerce;

(d) capacity building; and
(e) technology transfer.

4, The Parties agree to implement capacity building programmes and
technical assistance, particularly for the newer ASEAN Member States, in
order to adjust their economic structure and expand their trade and
investment with China.

PART 3

ARTICLE 8
Timeframes

1. For trade in goods, the negotiations on the agreement for tariff reduction
or elimination and other matters as set out in Article 3 of this Agreement
shall commence in early 2003 and be concluded by 30 June 2004 in order
to establish the ASEAN-China FTA covering trade in goods by 2010 for
Brunei, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand,
and by 2015 for the newer ASEAN Member States.

2. The negotiations on the Rules of Origin for trade in goods under Article 3
of this Agreement shall be completed no later than December 2003.
3. For trade in services and investments, the negotiations on the respective

agreements shall commence in 2003 and be concluded as expeditiously as
possible for implementation in accordance with the timeframes to be
mutually agreed: (a) taking into account the sensitive sectors of the
Parties; and (b) with special and differential treatment and flexibility for
the newer ASEAN Member States.

4. For other areas of economic co-operation under Part 2 of this Agreement,
the Parties shall continue to build upon existing or agreed programmes set
out in Article 7 of this Agreement, develop new economic co-operation
programmes and conclude agreements on the various areas of economic
co-operation. The Parties shall do so expeditiously for early
implementation in a manner and at a pace acceptable to all the parties
concerned. The agreements shall include timeframes for the
implementation of the commitments therein.

ARTICLE 9



