
2. The Bilateral Dialogue on Raw Materials covers any relevant issue of mutual interest, including: 

(a)  to provide a forum of discussion on cooperation in the field of raw materials between the Parties, to contribute to 
market access for raw material goods and related services and investments and to avoid non-tariff barriers to trade 
for raw materials; 

(b)  to enhance mutual understanding in the field of raw materials with a view to exchange information on best-practices 
and on the Parties' regulatory policies vis-à-vis raw materials; 

(c)  to encourage activities that support corporate social responsibility in accordance with internationally-recognised 
standards such as the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises and the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for 
Responsible Supply Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas; and 

(d)  to facilitate, as appropriate, consultation on the Parties' positions in multilateral or plurilateral fora where issues 
related to raw materials may be raised and discussed. 

Article 25.5 

Enhanced cooperation on science, technology, research and innovation 

1. The Parties acknowledge the interdependence of science, technology, research and innovation, and international 
trade and investment in increasing industrial competitiveness and social and economic prosperity. 

2. Building upon this shared understanding, the Parties agree to strengthen their cooperation in the areas of science, 
technology, research and innovation. 

3. The Parties shall endeavour to encourage, develop and facilitate cooperative activities on a reciprocal basis in 
support of, or supplementary to the Agreement for Scientific and Technological Cooperation between the European Community 
and Canada, done at Halifax on 17 June 1995. The Parties agree to conduct these activities on the basis of the following 
principles: 

(a)  the activities are of mutual benefit to the Parties; 

(b)  the Parties agree on the scope and parameters of the activities; and 

(c)  the activities should take into account the important role of the private sector and research institutions in the 
development of science, technology, research and innovation, and the commercialisation of goods and services 
thereof. 

4. The Parties also recognise the importance of enhanced cooperation in science, technology, research and 
innovation, such as activities initiated, developed or undertaken by a variety of stakeholders, including the Canadian 
federal government, the Canadian Provinces and Territories, the European Union and its Member States. 

5. Each Party shall encourage, in accordance with its law, the participation of the private sector, research institutions 
and civil society within its territory in activities to enhance cooperation. 

CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX 

Administrative and institutional provisions 

Article 26.1 

CETA Joint Committee 

1. The Parties hereby establish the CETA Joint Committee comprising representatives of the European Union and 
representatives of Canada. The CETA Joint Committee shall be co-chaired by the Minister for International Trade of 
Canada and the Member of the European Commission responsible for Trade, or their respective designees. 
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2. The CETA Joint Committee shall meet once a year or at the request of a Party. The CETA Joint Committee shall 
agree on its meeting schedule and its agenda. 

3. The CETA Joint Committee is responsible for all questions concerning trade and investment between the Parties 
and the implementation and application of this Agreement. A Party may refer to the CETA Joint Committee any issue 
relating to the implementation and interpretation of this Agreement, or any other issue concerning trade and investment 
between the Parties. 

4. The CETA Joint Committee shall: 

(a)  supervise and facilitate the implementation and application of this Agreement and further its general aims; 

(b)  supervise the work of all specialised committees and other bodies established under this Agreement; 

(c)  without prejudice to Chapters Eight (Investment), Twenty-Two (Trade and Sustainable Development), Twenty- 
Three (Trade and Labour), Twenty-Four (Trade and Environment), and Twenty-Nine (Dispute Settlement), seek 
appropriate ways and methods of preventing problems that might arise in areas covered by this Agreement, or of 
resolving disputes that may arise regarding the interpretation or application of this Agreement; 

(d)  adopt its own rules of procedure; 

(e)  make decisions as set out in Article 26.3; and 

(f)  consider any matter of interest relating to an area covered by this Agreement. 

5. The CETA Joint Committee may: 

(a)  delegate responsibilities to the specialised committees established pursuant to Article 26.2; 

(b)  communicate with all interested parties including private sector and civil society organisations; 

(c)  consider or agree on amendments as provided in this Agreement; 

(d)  study the development of trade between the Parties and consider ways to further enhance trade relations between 
the Parties; 

(e)  adopt interpretations of the provisions of this Agreement, which shall be binding on tribunals established under 
Section F of Chapter Eight (Resolution of investment disputes between investors and states) and Chapter Twenty- 
Nine (Dispute Settlement); 

(f)  make recommendations suitable for promoting the expansion of trade and investment as envisaged in this 
Agreement; 

(g)  change or undertake the tasks assigned to specialised committees established pursuant to Article 26.2 or dissolve 
any of these specialised committees; 

(h)  establish specialised committees and bilateral dialogues in order to assist it in the performance of its tasks; and 

(i)  take such other action in the exercise of its functions as decided by the Parties. 
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Article 26.2 

Specialised committees 

1. The following specialised committees are hereby established, or in the case of the Joint Customs Cooperation 
Committee referred to in subparagraph (c), is granted authority to act under the auspices of the CETA Joint Committee: 

(a)  the Committee on Trade in Goods, which addresses matters concerning trade in goods, tariffs, technical barriers to 
trade, the Protocol on the mutual acceptance of the results of conformity assessment and intellectual property rights 
related to goods. At the request of a Party, or upon a reference from the relevant specialised committee, or when 
preparing a discussion in the CETA Joint Committee, the Committee on Trade in Goods may also address matters 
arising in the area of rules of origin, origin procedures, customs and trade facilitation and border measures, sanitary 
and phytosanitary measures, government procurement, or regulatory cooperation, if this facilitates the resolution of 
a matter that cannot otherwise be resolved by the relevant specialised committee. The Committee on Agriculture, 
the Committee on Wines and Spirits, and the Joint Sectoral Group on Pharmaceuticals shall also be established 
under and report to the Committee on Trade in Goods; 

(b)  the Committee on Services and Investment, which addresses matters concerning cross-border trade in services, 
investment, temporary entry, electronic commerce, and intellectual property rights related to services. At the request 
of a Party, or upon a reference from the relevant specialised committee, or when preparing a discussion in the CETA 
Joint Committee, the Committee on Services and Investment may also address matters arising in the area of financial 
services or government procurement if this facilitates the resolution of a matter that cannot otherwise be resolved 
by the relevant specialised committee. 

A Joint Committee on Mutual Recognition of Professional Qualifications shall be established under and report to the 
Committee on Services and Investment; 

(c)  the Joint Customs Cooperation Committee (JCCC), established under the 1998 Agreement between the European 
Community and Canada on Customs Cooperation and Mutual Assistance in Customs Matters, done at Ottawa on 4 
December 1997, which addresses matters under this Agreement concerning rules of origin, origin procedures, 
customs and trade facilitation, border measures and temporary suspension of preferential tariff treatment; 

(d)  the Joint Management Committee for Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures, which addresses matters concerning 
sanitary and phytosanitary measures; 

(e)  the Committee on Government Procurement, which addresses matters concerning government procurement; 

(f)  the Financial Services Committee, which addresses matters concerning financial services; 

(g)  the Committee on Trade and Sustainable Development, which addresses matters concerning sustainable 
development; 

(h)  the Regulatory Cooperation Forum, which addresses matters concerning regulatory cooperation; and 

(i)  the CETA Committee on Geographical Indications, which addresses matters concerning geographical indications. 

2. The specialised committees established pursuant to paragraph 1 shall operate according to the provisions of 
paragraphs 3 through 5. 

3. The remit and tasks of the specialised committees established pursuant to paragraph 1 are further defined in the 
relevant Chapters and Protocols of this Agreement. 

4. Unless otherwise provided under this Agreement, or if the co-chairs decide otherwise, the specialised committees 
shall meet once a year. Additional meetings may be held at the request of a Party or of the CETA Joint Committee. They 
shall be co-chaired by representatives of Canada and the European Union. The specialised committees shall set their 
meeting schedule and agenda by mutual consent. They shall set and modify their own rules of procedures, if they deem 
it appropriate. The specialised committees may propose draft decisions for adoption by the CETA Joint Committee, or 
take decisions when this Agreement so provides. 
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5. Each Party shall ensure that when a specialised committee meets, all the competent authorities for each issue on 
the agenda are represented, as each Party deems appropriate, and that each issue can be discussed at the adequate level 
of expertise. 

6. The specialised committees shall inform the CETA Joint Committee of their schedules and agenda sufficiently in 
advance of their meetings and shall report to the CETA Joint Committee on results and conclusions from each of their 
meetings. The creation or existence of a specialised committee does not prevent a Party from bringing any matter 
directly to the CETA Joint Committee. 

Article 26.3 

Decision making 

1. The CETA Joint Committee shall, for the purpose of attaining the objectives of this Agreement, have the power to 
make decisions in respect of all matters when this Agreement so provides. 

2. The decisions made by the CETA Joint Committee shall be binding on the Parties, subject to the completion of any 
necessary internal requirements and procedures, and the Parties shall implement them. The CETA Joint Committee may 
also make appropriate recommendations. 

3. The CETA Joint Committee shall make its decisions and recommendations by mutual consent. 

Article 26.4 

Information sharing 

When a Party submits to the CETA Joint Committee or any specialised committee established under this Agreement 
information considered as confidential or protected from disclosure under its laws, the other Party shall treat that 
information as confidential. 

Article 26.5 

CETA contact points 

1. Each Party shall promptly appoint a CETA contact point and notify the other Party within 60 days following the 
entry into force of this Agreement. 

2. The CETA contact points shall: 

(a)  monitor the work of all institutional bodies established under this Agreement, including communications relating to 
successors to those bodies; 

(b)  coordinate preparations for committee meetings; 

(c)  follow up on any decisions made by the CETA Joint Committee, as appropriate; 

(d)  except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, receive all notifications and information provided pursuant to this 
Agreement and, as necessary, facilitate communications between the Parties on any matter covered by this 
Agreement; 

(e)  respond to any information requests pursuant to Article 27.2 (Provision of information); and 

(f)  consider any other matter that may affect the operation of this Agreement as mandated by the CETA Joint 
Committee. 

3. The CETA contact points shall communicate as required. 
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Article 26.6 

Meetings 

1. Meetings referred to in this Chapter should be in person. Parties may also agree to meet by videoconference or 
teleconference. 

2. The Parties shall endeavour to meet within 30 days after a Party receives a request to meet by the other Party. 

CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN 

Transparency 

Article 27.1 

Publication 

1. Each Party shall ensure that its laws, regulations, procedures and administrative rulings of general application 
respecting any matter covered by this Agreement are promptly published or made available in such a manner as to 
enable interested persons and the other Party to become acquainted with them. 

2. To the extent possible, each Party shall: 

(a)  publish in advance any such measure that it proposes to adopt; and 

(b)  provide interested persons and the other Party a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures. 

Article 27.2 

Provision of information 

1. At the request of the other Party, a Party shall, to the extent possible, promptly provide information and respond 
to questions pertaining to any existing or proposed measure that materially affects the operation of this Agreement. 

2. Information provided under this Article is without prejudice as to whether the measure is consistent with this 
Agreement. 

Article 27.3 

Administrative proceedings 

To administer a measure of general application affecting matters covered by this Agreement in a consistent, impartial 
and reasonable manner, each Party shall ensure that its administrative proceedings applying measures referred to in 
Article 27.1 to a particular person, good or service of the other Party in a specific case: 

(a)  whenever possible, provide reasonable notice to a person of the other Party who is directly affected by a proceeding, 
in accordance with domestic procedures, when a proceeding is initiated, including a description of the nature of the 
proceeding, a statement of the legal authority under which the proceeding is initiated and a general description of 
the issues in controversy; 

(b)  provide a person referred to in subparagraph (a) a reasonable opportunity to present facts and arguments in support 
of its position prior to any final administrative action, when permitted by time, the nature of the proceeding, and 
the public interest; and 

(c)  are conducted in accordance with its law. 

14.1.2017 L 11/180 Official Journal of the European Union EN     




