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D. PROTOCOLS ANNEXED TO THE TREATY ON EUROPEAN UNION AND THE 
TREATIES ESTABLISHING THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, THE EUROPEAN COAL AND 

STEEL COMMUNITY AND THE EUROPEAN ATOMIC ENERGY COMMUNITY 

Protocol on  the institutions with the prospect of enlargement of the European Union 

T H E  HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES, 

HAVE AGREED UPON the following provisions, which shall be annexed to the Treaty on  
European Union and to rhe Treaties establishing the European Communities, 

Article I 

At the date of entry into force of the first enlargement of the Union, notwithstanding Ani- 
cle 157(1) of the Treaty establishing the European Community, Article 9(1) of the Treaty 
establishing the European Coal and Steel Community and Article 126(1) of the Treaty estab- 
lishing the European Atomic Energy Community, the Commission shall comprise one national 
of each of the Member States, provided that, by that date, the weighting of the votes in the 
Council has been modified, whether by re-weighting of the votes o r  by dual majority, in a 
manner acceptable to all Member States, taking into account all relevant elements, notably 
compensating those Member States which give up the possibility of nominating a second 
member of the Commission. 

Article 2 

At least one year before the membership of the European Union exceeds twenty, a conference 
of representatives of the governments of the Member States shall be convened in order to 
carry out  a comprehensive review of the provisions of the Treaties on the composition and 
functioning of the institutions. 



C 3 4 0 / 1 1 2  m Official Journal of the European Communities 10. 11. 97 

Protocol on the location of the seats of the institutions and of certain bodies and departments 
of the European Communities and of Europol 

THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE MEMBER STATES, 

HAVING REGARD to Article 216 of the Treaty establishing the European Community, 
Article 77 of the Treaty establishing the European Coal and Steel Community and Article 189 
of the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community, 

HAVING REGARD to the Treaty on  European Union, 

RECALLING AND CONFIRMING the Decision of 8 April 1965, and without prejudice to the 
decisions concerning the seat of future institutions, bodies and departments, 

HAVE AGREED UPON the following provisions, which shall be annexed to the Treaty on 
European Union and the Treaties establishing the European Communities, 

Sole Article 

(a) The European Parliament shall have its seat in Strasbourg where the 12 periods of 
monthly plenary sessions, including the budget session, shall be held. The  periods of 
additional plenary sessions shall be held in Brussels. The committees of the European 
Parliament shall meet in Brussels. The  General Secretariat of the European Parliament and 
its departments shall remain in Luxembourg. 

(b) The  Council shall have its seat in Brussels. During the months of April, June and October, 
the Council shall hold its meetings in Luxembourg. 

(C) The  Commission shall have its seat in Brussels. The  departments listed in Articles 7, 8 and 
9 of the Decision of 8 April 1965 shall be established in Luxembourg. 

(d) The Court of Justice and the Court of First Instance shall have their seats in Luxembourg. 

(e) The Court of Auditors shall have its seat in Luxembourg 

(f) The Economic and Social Committee shall have its seat in Brussels. 

(g) The  Committee of the Regions shall have its seat in Brussels. 

(h) The  European Investment Bank shall have its seat in Luxembourg. 

(i) The  European Monetary Institute and the European Central Bank shall have their sear in 
Frankfurt. 

( j )  The  European Police Office (Europol) shall have its seat in The Hague. 
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Protocol on the role of national parliaments in the European Union 

THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES, 

RECALLING that scrutiny by individual national parliaments of their own government in 
relation to the activities of the Union is a matter for the particular constitutional organisation 
and practice of each Member State, 

DESIRING, however, to encourage greater involvement of national parliaments in the 
activities of the European Union and to enhance their ability to express their views on matters 
which may be of particular interest to them, 

HAVE AGREED UPON the following provisions, which shall be annexed to the Treaty on 
European Union and the Treaties establishing the European Communities, 

I. INFORMATION FOR NATIONAL PARLIAMENTS OF MEMBER STATES 

1. All Commission consultation documents (green and white papers and communications) 
shall be promptly forwarded to national parliaments of the Member States. 

2. Commission proposals for legislation as defined by the Council in accordance with Article 
151(3) of the Treaty establishing the European Community, shall be made available in 
good time so that the government of each Member State may ensure that its own national 
parliament receives them as appropriate. 

3. A six-week period shall elapse between a legislative proposal or a proposal for a measure to 
be adopted under Title V1 of the Treaty on European Union being made available in all 
languages to the European Parliament and the Council by the Commission and the date 
when it is placed on a Council agenda for decision either for the adoption of an act or for 
adoption of a common position pursuant to Article 189b or 189c of the Treaty establishing 
the European Community, subject to exceptions on grounds of urgency, the reasons for 
which shall be stated in the act or common position. 

11. THE CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS COMMITTEES 

4. The Conference of European Affairs Committees, hereinafter referred to as COSAC, 
established in Paris on 16-17 November 1989, may make any contribution it deems appro- 
priate for the attention of the institutions of the European Union, in particular on the basis 
of draft legal texts which representatives of governments of the Member States may decide 
by common accord to forward to it, in view of the nature of their subject matter. 
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5. COSAC may examine any legislative proposal or initiative in relation to the establishment 
of an area of freedom, security and justice which might have a direcc bearing on the rights 
and freedom of individuals. The European Parliament, the Council and the Commission 
shall be informed of any concribution made by COSAC under this point. 

6. COSAC may address to the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission any 
contribution which it deems appropriate on the legislative activities of the Union, notably in 
relation to the application of the principle of subsidiarity, the area of freedom, security and 
justice as well as questions regarding fundamental rights. 

7.  Contributions made by COSAC shall in no way bind national parliaments or prejudge their 
position. 


