
 

Article 1 
Definitions 

 
 For the purposes of this Agreement, unless the context otherwise 
requires: 
 
AEM + Korea means the Economic Ministers of the ASEAN Member 
Countries and the Minister for Trade of Korea; 

 
applied MFN tariff rates: 
 

(a) in the case of the ASEAN Member Countries which are WTO 
members as of 1 January 2005 and Korea, means their 
respective applied rates as of 1 January 2005; and 

 
(b) in the case of ASEAN Member Countries which are non-WTO 

members as of 1 January 2005, refer to the rates as applied to 
Korea as of 1 January 2005; 

 
ASEAN means the Association of Southeast Asian Nations which comprises 
of Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, 
the Lao People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the 
Republic of the Philippines, the Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of 
Thailand1 and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam; 
 
ASEAN–Korea FTA means the ASEAN-Korea Free Trade Area established 
by the Framework Agreement and other relevant agreements stipulated in 
paragraph 1 of Article 1.4 of the Framework Agreement; 
 
ASEAN Member Countries means Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of 
Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the 
Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand1 and the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam collectively; 
 
ASEAN Member Country means Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of 
Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the 
Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand1 or the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam individually;  
 

                                                 
1 For the purpose of this Agreement the Kingdom of Thailand is included in the reference of 
this term only after the relevant signature on her behalf has been appended. 
 
 

   



 

ASEAN 6 means Brunei Darussalam, the Republic of Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Republic of the Philippines, the Republic of Singapore and the Kingdom of 
Thailand1; 

 
Framework Agreement means the Framework Agreement on 
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation among the Governments of the 
ASEAN Member Countries and the Republic of Korea; 

  
GATT 1994 means the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994, 
including its Notes and Supplementary Provisions, which is a part of the WTO 
Agreement; 
 
Implementing Committee means the Implementing Committee established 
under Article 5.3 of the Framework Agreement; 
 
Korea means the Republic of Korea; 

  
new ASEAN Member Countries means the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Lao 
Peoples’ Democratic Republic, the Union of Myanmar and the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam; 
 
non-tariff measures shall include non-tariff barriers;  

 
Parties means the ASEAN Member Countries and Korea collectively; 
 
Party means an ASEAN Member Country or Korea; 
 
WTO means the World Trade Organisation; and 
 
WTO Agreement means the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World 
Trade Organisation, done on 15 April 1994 and the other agreements 
negotiated thereunder. 

 
 

  

 
 

                                                 
1 For the purpose of this Agreement the Kingdom of Thailand is included in the reference of 
this term only after the relevant signature on her behalf has been appended 

   



 

 

 
Article 2 

National Treatment on Internal Taxation and Regulation 
  

Each Party shall accord national treatment to the goods of all the other 
Parties in accordance with Article III of GATT 1994.  To this end, the 
provisions of Article III of GATT 1994 shall, mutatis mutandis, be 
incorporated into and form an integral part of this Agreement. 
 

 

   



 

Article 3 
Tariff Reduction and Elimination 

 
1. The tariff reduction or elimination programme of the Parties shall 
require the applied MFN tariff rates on goods under listed tariff lines to be 
gradually reduced and, where applicable, eliminated in accordance with this 
Article. 
 
2. All tariff lines are subject to the tariff reduction or elimination 
programme under this Agreement and shall be categorised as follows: 
 

(a) Normal Track: tariff lines placed in the Normal Track by each 
Party on its own accord shall have their respective applied 
MFN tariff rates gradually reduced and eliminated in 
accordance with the modalities set out in Annex 1 with the 
objective of achieving the targets prescribed in the thresholds 
therein; and 

 
(b) Sensitive Track: tariff lines placed in the Sensitive Track by 

each Party on its own accord shall have their respective applied 
MFN tariff rates reduced or eliminated in accordance with the 
modalities set out in Annex 2. 

 
3. Subject to Annexes 1 and 2, all commitments undertaken by each Party 
under this Article shall be applied to all the other Parties. 

 

 
 
 
 

   



 

Article 4 
Transparency 

 
Article X of GATT 1994 shall, mutatis mutandis, be incorporated into 

and form an integral part of this Agreement. 
 

 

   



 

Article 5 
Rules of Origin  

 
The Rules of Origin and the Operational Certification Procedures 

applicable to the goods covered under this Agreement are set out in Annex 3 
and its Appendices. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

   



 

Article 6 
Modification of Concessions 

 
1. The Parties shall not nullify or impair any of the concessions under this 
Agreement, except in cases provided for in this Agreement. 
 
2. Nothing in this Agreement shall preclude any Party from negotiating 
and entering into arrangements to accelerate the implementation of 
concessions made under this Agreement or to incorporate new goods into such 
concessions, provided that such arrangements are mutually agreed upon and 
applied to all the other Parties. 
 
3. Any Party may, by negotiation and agreement with any other Party to 
which it has made a concession, modify or withdraw such concession made 
under this Agreement.  In such negotiations and agreement, which may 
include provision for compensatory adjustment with respect to other goods, 
the Parties concerned shall maintain a general level of reciprocal and mutually 
advantageous concessions not less favourable to trade than that provided for in 
this Agreement prior to such agreement. 
 
4. Any agreement by the Parties to modify or withdraw concessions made 
in the tariff reduction or elimination programme in accordance with paragraph 
3, or to accelerate the elimination of tariffs in such programme or to 
incorporate goods into such programme in accordance with paragraph 2, shall 
supersede any tariff rate or track determined pursuant to the tariff reduction or 
elimination programme for that good as set out in Annexes 1 and 2, shall be 
treated as an amendment to the relevant Annexes and shall enter into force in 
accordance with the procedure under Article 17. 

 

   



 

 
Article 7 

WTO Disciplines 
 

Subject to the provisions of this Agreement and any future agreements 
as may be agreed pursuant to the reviews of this Agreement by the Parties 
under Article 15, the Parties2 hereby agree and reaffirm their commitments to 
abide by the provisions of the WTO disciplines as set out in Annexes 1A and 
1C to the WTO Agreement, which include, among others, non-tariff measures, 
technical barriers to trade (hereinafter referred to as “TBT”), sanitary and 
phytosanitary (hereinafter referred to as “SPS”) measures, subsidies and 
countervailing measures, anti-dumping measures and intellectual property 
rights. 

 

                                                 
2 Non-WTO Members of ASEAN shall abide by the WTO provisions in accordance with their 
accession commitments to the WTO. 

   



 

Article 8 
Quantitative Restrictions and Non-Tariff Barriers and  

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures 
 
1. Each Party undertakes not to adopt or maintain any prohibition or 
quantitative restriction on the importation of any goods of the other Parties or 
on the exportation of any goods destined for the territory of the other Parties, 
except in accordance with its WTO rights and obligations or other provisions 
in this Agreement. 
 
2. Each Party shall ensure the transparency of its non-tariff measures that 
they are not prepared, adopted or applied with a view to or with the effect of 
creating unnecessary obstacles to trade among the Parties.  The Parties shall 
identify non-tariff barriers other than quantitative restrictions for elimination 
as soon as possible after the entry into force of this Agreement.  The 
timeframe for elimination of these non-tariff barriers shall be mutually agreed 
upon by all the Parties. 
 
3. The Parties recognises the importance of transparency of TBT and SPS 
regulations as in the WTO Agreements on TBT and SPS, including 
notification procedures on preparation for regulations and standards on TBT 
and on any occurrences of SPS incident to reduce their negative effect on trade 
as well as to protect human, animal or plant life or health.  Each Party shall 
designate its contact point for the purpose of responding queries related to this 
Article. 
 
4. A working group on TBT and SPS (hereinafter referred to as the “WG 
on TBT and SPS”) under the Implementing Committee shall be established to 
deal with issues relating to the implementation of this Article and to facilitate 
trade and protect human, animal or plant life or health through mutual 
cooperation and bilateral consultations.  The WG on TBT and SPS shall 
comprise of government officials from agriculture, fisheries, livestock and 
industry agencies and other related agencies.  The WG on TBT and SPS shall 
develop its scope of work and meet at least once a year or as mutually agreed 
upon by the Parties. 
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