Preamble

The Governments of Japan, and Brunei Darussalam, the
Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of
Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the Republic of
Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand and the Socialist
Republic of Viet Nam, Member States of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (hereinafter referred to as
“ASEAN’") ;

Recalling the Joint Declaration signed in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia on 5 November 2002 and the Framework for
Comprehensive Economic Partnership between Japan and the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations signed in Bali,
Indonesia on 8 October 2003;

Desiring to deepen the relationship between Japan and
ASEAN, which is built on mutual confidence and trust in
wide-ranging fields covering not only political and
economic areas, but also social and cultural areas;

Inspired by the continuous development of ASEAN
through economic activities among Japan and ASEAN Member
States, and the significant progress in the relationship
between Japan and ASEAN which has spanned thirty years of
economic ties that have been expanding over a wide range of
areas;

Confident that a comprehensive economic partnership
between Japan and ASEAN (hereinafter referred to as
“AJCEP””) will strengthen their economic ties, create a
larger and more efficient market with greater opportunities
and larger economies of scale, and enhance their
attractiveness to capital and talent, for mutual benefit;

Recognising that multi-layered and multi-faceted
bilateral and regional efforts towards strengthening
economic relations among Japan and ASEAN Member States will
facilitate the realisation of such comprehensive economic
partnership;

Sharing the view that such comprehensive economic
partnership should benefit from, and be complementary to,
the economic integration and integrity of ASEAN;

Recognising further the various stages of economic
development among the ASEAN Member States;

Confident that this Agreement, covering areas such as
trade in goods and services, and investment, would serve as
an important building block towards economic integration in
East Asia;



Recalling Article XXIV of the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade 1994 and Article V of the General
Agreement on Trade in Services in Annex 1A and Annex 1B,
respectively, to the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the
World Trade Organization, done at Marrakesh, 15 April 1994
(hereinafter referred to as “WTO Agreement’);

Recognising the role of regional trade agreements as a
catalyst 1n accelerating regional and global liberalisation
in the framework of the multilateral trading system;

Reaffirming the rights and obligations of each Party
under the WTO Agreement and multilateral, regional and
bilateral agreements and arrangements; and

Determined to establish a legal framework for such
comprehensive economic partnership among the Parties,

HAVE AGREED as follows:

Chapter 1
General Provisions

Article 1
General Definitions

For the purposes of this Agreement, the term:

(a) “ASEAN Member States” means Brunei Darussalam,
the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of
Indonesia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of
the Philippines, the Republic of Singapore, the
Kingdom of Thailand and the Socialist Republic of
Viet Nam collectively;

(b) *“customs authority” means the competent authority
that is responsible for the administration and
enforcement of customs laws and regulations;

(c) *“days” means calendar days, including weekends
and holidays;

(d) “GATS” means the General Agreement on Trade in
Services in Annex 1B to the WTO Agreement;

(e) “GATT 1994” means the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade 1994 in Annex 1A to the WTO
Agreement. For the purposes of this Agreement,
references to articles in GATT 1994 include its
Notes and Supplementary Provisions;



