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CHAPTER 10 
 

DISPUTE SETTLEMENT 
 
 
 

ARTICLE 10.1 
 

Scope and Coverage 
 

1. The provisions of this Chapter shall apply to the settlement of any disputes, 
including through consultations, concerning the interpretation or application of this 
Agreement. 
 
2. Disputes regarding the same matter arising under both this Agreement and the 
WTO Agreement may be settled in either forum at the discretion of the complaining 
Party20. The forum thus selected shall be used to the exclusion of the other. 
 
3. For the purposes of paragraph 2, dispute settlement procedures under the WTO 
Agreement are deemed to be selected by a Party’s request for the establishment of a 
panel under Article 6 of the WTO Understanding on Rules and Procedures Governing 
the Settlement of Disputes, whereas dispute settlement procedures under this Agreement 
are deemed to be selected upon a request for arbitration pursuant to paragraph 1 of 
Article 10.4. 
 
4. Before a Party initiates dispute settlement proceedings under the WTO 
Agreement against another Party, that Party shall notify in writing all other Parties of its 
intention. 

 
 

ARTICLE 10.2 
 

Good Offices, Conciliation or Mediation 
 

1. Good offices, conciliation and mediation are procedures that are undertaken 
voluntarily if the Parties so agree. They may begin and be terminated at any time. They 
may continue while proceedings of an arbitration panel established in accordance with 
this Chapter are in progress. 
 
2. Proceedings involving good offices, conciliation or mediation shall be 
confidential and without prejudice to the Parties’ rights in any further proceedings. 

 
 

                                                 
20  For the purposes of this Chapter, the terms “Party”, “Party to the dispute”, “complaining Party” 

and “Party complained against” can denote one or more Parties. 


