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(b) existing and future multilateral agreements, including regional
agreements on economic integration, to which not all of the
States Parties to this Agreement are Parties,

may be exempted from this obligation, provided that it does not constitute
an arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination of nationals of the other
States Parties.

4, Two or more States Parties to this Agreement may conclude further
agreements exceeding the requirements of this Agreement, provided that such
agreements shall be open to all other States Parties to this Agreement on
terms equivalent to those under the agreements and that they shall be ready
to enter into good faith negotiations to this end.

5. The States Parties to this Agreement shall agree upon appropriate
modalities for technical assistance and co-operation of respective
authorities of the States Parties to this Agreement. To this end, they
shall co-ordinate efforts with relevant international organizations.

ARTICLE 18

Rules of competition concerning undertakings

1. The following are incompatible with the proper functioning of this
Agreement in so far as they may affect trade between an EFTA State and
Romania:

(a) all agreements between undertakings, decisions by associations of
undertakings and concerted practices between undertakings which
have as their object or effect the prevention, restriction or
distortion of competition;

(b) abuse by one or more undertakings of a dominant position in the
territories of the States Parties to this Agreement as a whole or
in a substantial part thereof.

2. As from the third year from the entry into force of this Agreement,
the provisions of paragraph 1 shall also apply to the activities of public
undertakings, and undertakings for which the Parties grant special or
exclusive rights, in so far as the application of these provisions does not
obstruct the performance, in law or in fact, of the particular public tasks
assigned to them.

3. If a State Party to this Agreement considers that a given practice is
incompatible with the provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 and if such practice
causes or threatens to cause serious prejudice to the interest of that
State Party or material injury to its domestic industry, it may take
appropriate measures after consultations within the Joint Committee or
after thirty days following referral for such consultation.



