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duration to what is strictly necessary in order to rectify the situation giving rise to their application 
and shall not be in excess of the injury caused by the practice or the difficulty in question. Priority 
shall be given to such measures as will least disturb the functioning of the Agreement. The measures 
taken by Poland against an action or an omission of an EFTA State may only affect the trade with 
that State. The measures taken against an action or omission of Poland may be only taken by that 
or those EFTA States the trade of which is affected by the said action or omission. 

5. The safeguard measures taken shall be the object of regular consultations within the Joint 
Committee with a view to their relaxation, substitution or abolition as soon as possible. 

6. Where exceptional circumstances requiring immediate action make prior examination impossible, 
the State Party concerned may, in the cases of Articles 20, 21 and 23 and in cases of state aid having 
a direct and immediate incidence on trade between the States Parties, apply forthwith the precautionary 
measures strictly necessary to remedy the situation. The measures shall be notified without delay and 
consultations between the States Parties to this Agreement shall take place as soon as possible within 
the Joint Committee. 

ARTICLE 26 

Security exceptions 

Nothing in this Agreement shall prevent a State Party to this Agreement from taking any measures 
which it considers necessary: 

(a) to prevent the disclosure of information contrary to its essential security interests; 

(b) for the protection of its essential security interests or for the implementation of 
international obligations or national policies 

(i) relating to the traffic in arms, ammunition and implements of war, provided 
that such measures do not impair the conditions of competition in respect of 
products not intended for specifically military purposes, and to such traffic 
in other goods, materials and services as is carried on directly or indirectly 
for the purpose of supplying a military establishment; or 

(ii) relating to the non-proliferation of biological and chemical weapons, nuclear 
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices; or 

(iii) taken in time of war or serious international tension constituting threat of war. 

ARTICLE 27 

The Joint Committee 

1. The implementation of this Agreement shall be supervised and administered by the Joint 
Committee established under the Gothenburg Declaration. 

2. For the purpose of the proper implementation of the Agreement, the States Parties to this 
Agreement shall exchange information and, at the request of any State Party to this Agreement, shall 
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hold consultations within the Joint Committee. The Committee shall keep under review the possibility 
of further removal of the obstacles to trade between the EFT A States and Poland. 

3. The Joint Committee may take decisions in the cases provided for in this Agreement. On other 
matters the Committee may make recommendations. 

ARTICLE 28 

Procedures of the Joint Committee 

1. For the proper implementation of this Agreement, the Joint Committee shall meet whenever 
necessary but at least once a year. Each State Party to this Agreement may request that a meeting 
be held. 

2. The Joint Committee shall act by common agreement. 

3. If a representative in the Joint Committee of a State Party to this Agreement has accepted a 
decision subject to the fulfilment of constitutional requirements, the decision shall enter into force, 
if no later date is contained therein, on the day the withdrawal of the reservation is notified. 

4. The Joint Committee shall adopt its rules ofprocedure which shall, inter alia, containprovisions 
for convening meetings and for the designation of the Chairman and his term of office. 

5. The Joint Committee may decide to set up such sub-committees and working parties as it 
considers necessary to assist it in accomplishing its tasks. 

ARTICLE 29 

Evolutionary clause 

1. Where a State Party to this Agreement considers that it would be useful in the interests of the 
economies of the States Parties to this Agreement to develop and deepen the relations established by 
the Agreement by extending them to fields not covered thereby, it shall submit a reasoned request to 
the States Parties to this Agreement. The States Parties to this Agreement may instruct the Joint 
Committee to examine this request and, where appropriate, to make recommendations to them, 
particularly with a view to opening negotiations. 

2. Agreements resulting from the procedure referred to in paragraph 1 will be subject to ratification 
or approval by the States Parties to this Agreement in accordance with their own procedures. 

ARTICLE 30 

Services and investment 

1. The States Parties to this Agreement recognize the growing importance of certain areas, such 
as services and investments. In their efforts to gradually develop and broaden their co-operation, in 
particular in the context of European integration, they will co-operate with the aim of achieving a 
progressive liberalization and mutual opening of markets for investments and trade in services, taking 
into account relevant GATT work. 


