the protection of life and health of humans, animals or plants, the protection of national
treasures of artistic, historic or archaeological value, the protection of industrial and
commercial property, or rules relating to gold or silver. Such prohibitions or restrictions
must not, however, constitute a means of arbitrary discrimination or a disguised
restriction on trade between the Contracting Parties.

Article 21

Nothing in the Agreement shall prevent a Contracting Party from taking any measures:
(a) which it considers necessary to prevent the disclosure of information contrary to its
essential security interests; (b) which relate to trade in arms, munitions or war materials
or to research, development or production indispensable for defence purposes, provided
that such measures do not impair the conditions of competition in respect of products
not intended for specifically military purposes; (c) which it considers essential to its own
security in time of war or serious international tension.

Article 22

1. The Contracting Parties shall refrain from any measure likely to jeopardize the
fulfilment of the objectives of the Agreement.

2. They shall take any general or specific measures required to fulfil their obligations
under the Agreement. If either Contracting Party considers that the other Contracting
Party has failed to fulfil an obligation under the Agreement, it may take appropriate
measures under the conditions and in accordance with the procedures laid down in
Article 27.

Article 23

1. The following are incompatible with the proper functioning of the Agreement in so far
as they may affect trade between the Community and Norway: (i) all agreements
between undertakings, decisions by associations of undertakings and concerted
practices between undertakings which have as their object or effect the prevention,
restriction or distortion of competition as regards the production of or trade in goods;
(i) abuse by one or more undertakings of a dominant position in the territories of the
Contracting Parties as whole or in a substantial part thereof;

(iii) any public aid which distorts or threatens to distort competition by favouring certain
undertakings or the production of certain goods.

2. Should a Contracting Party consider that a given practice is incompatible with this
Article, it may take appropriate measures under the conditions and in accordance with
the procedures laid down in Article 27.

Article 24

Where an increase in imports of a given product is, or is likely, to be seriously
detrimental to any production activity carried on in the territory of one of the
Contracting Parties and where this increase is due to:

(i) the partial or total reduction in the importing Contracting Party, as provided for in the
Agreement, of customs duties and charges having equivalent effect levied on the
product in question ; and

(i) the fact that the duties or charges having equivalent effect levied by the exporting
Contracting Party on imports of raw materials or intermediate products used in the
manufacture of the product in question are significantly lower than the corresponding



duties or charges levied by the importing Contracting Party; the Contracting Party
concerned may take appropriate measures under the conditions and in accordance with
the procedures laid down in Article 27.

Article 25

If one of the Contracting Parties finds that dumping is taking place in trade with the
other Contracting Party, it may take appropriate measures against this practice in
accordance with the Agreement on Implementation of Article VI of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, under the conditions and in accordance with the
procedures laid down in Article 27.

Article 26

If serious disturbances arise in any sector of the economy or if difficulties arise which
could bring about serious deterioration in the economic situation of a region, the
Contracting Party concerned may take appropriate measures under the conditions and in
accordance with the procedures laid down in Article 27.

Article 27

1. In the event of a Contracting Party subjecting imports of products liable to give rise
to the difficulties referred to in Articles 24 and 26 to an administrative procedure, the
purpose of which is to provide rapid information on the trend of trade flows, it shall
inform the other Contracting Party.

2. In the cases specified in Articles 22 to 26, before taking the measures provided for
therein or, in cases to which paragraph 3 (d) applies, as soon as possible, the
Contracting Party in question shall supply the Joint Committee with all relevant
information required for a thorough examination of the situation with a view to seeking a
solution acceptable to the Contracting Parties. In the selection of measures, priority
must be given to those which least disturb the functioning of the Agreement. The
safeguard measures shall be notified immediately to the Joint Committee and shall be
the subject of periodical consultations within the Committee, particularly with a view to
their abolition as soon as circumstances permit.

3. For the implementation of paragraph 2, the following provisions shall apply:

(a) As regards Article 23, either Contracting Party may refer the matter to the Joint
Committee if it considers that a given practice is incompatible with the proper
functioning of the Agreement within the meaning of Article 23 (1). The Contracting
Parties shall provide the Joint Committee with all relevant information and shall give it
the assistance it requires in order to examine the case and, where appropriate, to
eliminate the practice objected to. If the Contracting Party in question fails to put an
end to the practice objected to within the period fixed by the Joint Committee, or in the
absence of agreement in the Joint Committee within three months of the matter being
referred to it, the Contracting Party concerned may adopt any safeguard measures it
considers necessary to deal with the serious difficulties resulting from the practices in
guestion ; in particular it may withdraw tariff concessions.

(b) As regards Article 24, the difficulties arising from the situation referred to in that
Article shall be referred for examination to the Joint Committee, which may take any
decision needed to put an end to such difficulties. If the Joint Committee or the
exporting Contracting Party has not taken a decision putting an end to the difficulties
within thirty days of the matter being referred, the importing Contracting Party is



